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Narrator: Dr. Joseph Constantine
Current Position: Professor at the Eastern University of Kentucky, CSD
Location of Interview: Tampa (Phone)
Interviewer: Mary Aragona
Date of Interview: 11/02/16
TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
What years were you a part of CSD?
Dr. Constantine said that he was an undergraduate starting in 1988 and then was in graduate
school at USF from 1991-1993. After graduating, he worked as a clinical supervisor from 19982014.
What was your major at USF during your undergraduate studies?
Dr. Constantine said that USF CSD did not have its own major back then; it was considered an
interdisciplinary social sciences major. He joked, "we used to say, if you could say our major,
then you should be admitted."
Why did you choose USF CSD?
Dr. Constantine said that he had gone to high school in Tampa and therefore was familiar with
the university. After graduation he lived in Scandinavia for about a year with a host family where
he became fluent in Norwegian. One of the host family members was a linguist and introduced
Dr. Constantine to the field of communication sciences through a book. Dr. Constantine said that
their interactions "really got me interested in the speech and language side of things," at which
point he enrolled at USF. Later, he added that the "facilitated learning," at USF was excellent.
What did the facilities and surrounding area look like?
Dr. Constantine related that the buildings were "very dark, and practically underground", but he
liked it because it was kind of like a "man cave." He explained that the department was located in
the BEH (Behavioral Sciences) building, which was built in the 1960s. Dr. Constantine also
described "a huge clinical observation room, the perimeter of which spanned five or six therapy
rooms, so you could watch many sessions at once, so you know, you could watch a voice session
and articulation – I had never seen anything like this. I learned so much, and I really fell in love
with the process of clinical supervision." He also said that they used to call the student room a
"fishbowl," because it was about "ten feet by eleven feet." Dr. Constantine misses the clinical
observation room the most.
What was the atmosphere like?
Dr. Constantine described the atmosphere as "very social," and also that the people "were all
wonderful, so gifted and intellectual." He added that it was "really just the whole atmosphere,

and it's still there. I loved watching them grow. I've seen them go on to do incredible things that
not even they thought they could do."
Who were the major community partners?
He described the VA (Department of Veterans Affairs) as standing out, especially with their
externships. He said that, "they were very good at knowing what the student needed in an
externship." In addition, the department also worked with Shriner's Hospital, and had "a good
relationship with Pasco County Schools."
Who else was part of the department?
Dr. Constantine mentioned several faculty members, including Dr. Jane Scheuerle (Anatomy &
Physiology professor), Stuart Ritterman (Articulation and Phonology), Kelly Hallahand (Voice
and Clinical), Dr. Mark Richkind ("one of the few male supervisors"), Dr. Sandra Graham, Dr.
Dave Shepherd (audiology), and Pauline Atkinson. He described Dr. Scheuerle as a "super
intellectual," who "used to have us come out to his cabin in the fall, and give us hayrides." Later
he added Dr. Winifred Strange, saying "she was awesome and very dynamic; all of the professors
were throughout the program." He described Ms. Atkinson as "really keeping us on our toes in
the office." He laughed about something that happened recently, saying that "looking through
some old notes on stuttering recently, I found that one of the students had written under stressors
for stuttering, 'Pauline Atkinson.’”
How many students and programs were there during that time?
Dr. Constantine explained that the program was "large, even back then." The undergraduates had
about 30-40, and some of the grad course could have as many as 70-80, though most were about
30-35. He said that there was "more deaf education – Jerry Crittenden was the deaf education
professor." He added that the field was nothing like it is now, as far as faculty go. He said that,
"Dr. Strange was not a certified speech pathologist, I believe she called herself a speech scientist.
It was very, very clinical."
Who Was Chair?
“Dr. Arthur Guilford was chair, before that, Dr. Elaine Silliman.”
How has CSD changed?
Dr. Constantine said that the field has grown and there are many more students. Regarding
faculty changes, he described that there is "more professional diversity." He elaborated, "the
faculty is more eclectic now that there is all different backgrounds...engineering backgrounds."
Regarding USF, he said that facilities have been updated, and that the program continues to
improve, including its prestige. Regarding this, he said "it has always been good, but now it's
getting the attention that it deserves, now that it's – well, fifty years now, celebrating the
anniversary. But the things that made it thrive then are still there – one-on-one relationships with
the faculty, interactions between colleagues, high ethical standards. All those things." He added
that some changes have been outside the control of USF, such as the changing face of VPK
(voluntary pre-kindergarten) programs. Back then, "USF had one of the few VPKS. This was
before the idea of universal VPK, you know, so parents didn't have a lot of [options], but we
gave early intervention VPK." He added that USF pioneered this before it was widespread. He
also recalled how the parents were "so appreciative...I remember one mother gave me warm

banana bread to thank me, that hasn't happened since." Dr. Constantine believes that things are
different now that there is national recognition. While he believes that outreach on the local level
is still there, he considers it to have "a different feel." He reminisced, "back then we were sort of
the diamond in the rough, there was more grit to it, we had to work to make us look good,
because the building didn't do it, the carpet didn't do it [laughter] the therapy room didn't do it,
we had to do it." He admitted that he missed those times, especially the "man cave."
What are your favorite memories?
Dr. Constantine described an independent project that he did while he was on the faculty. He
explained that they were encouraged to do "all kinds of fun and innovative things with the
language preschool, and I did a thematic fantasy play. We did – well, mostly traditional stories,
like Jack and the Beanstalk, the three little pigs, and the kids would do a little play but it was for
language development. And I loved it, the parents loved it, the kids loved it.” He said, “it is one
of his biggest accomplishment there.” He added that, "the whole environment was conducive to
that kind of innovation and creativity – muster up what we could do. Now I bring that to my
work and everything that I do. We learned how to be creative, and now you hear about the
clinical research that feeds into the evidence based practice, and that is important, but innovation
is important."
Last words you would like to leave behind
Dr. Constantine concluded, "I am appreciative that I came from a program that fostered
creativity, the professors were personable and likeable and they formed a generation of likeminded SLPS." He also said that these SLPS have gone on to do great things, "because of the
pairing of creativity and innovation, so my last words would be, keep it up USF, because we
need that trust and creativity, they're important."

